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Another community service project we did this year was 
a hats, soxs, gloves and mittens drive during December. 
Everyone at Blanchard collected new hats, soxs, gloves 
and mittens for homeless or less fortunate people to 
stay warm during the winter. Some six grade volunteers, 
helped Mrs. Fredericks count the items. We ended up 
donating over 200 items to the Acton- Boxborough food 
pantry. While doing this, we helped spread a little love 
and warmth this past holiday season. 

Ever heard of the Super Bowl? Of course you have 
because our beloved New England Patriots competed in 
it this year and won! Blanchard did a spin off of the Super 
Bowl and called it the “Souper” Bowl. The “Souper” Bowl 
was a non-perishable food drive. The Acton-Boxborough 
Food Pantry was running low on supplies after the holiday 
season, so we gave them a little boost. A special shout 
out to Mrs. Chavez for helping load and deliver the food. 
Thanks to everyone at Blanchard, we collected more than 
350 items to deliver to the food pantry!

6th graders helping pack candy in to bags for veterans.

 Two 6th graders helping spread the word around school.

Neighbor s

A big thank you to everyone that helped with all the community service projects! At Blanchard, we take our 
STARR values seriously. All of these projects used Support, Teamwork, Attitude, Responsibility, and Respect. 
Our school practices each value everyday, which will be important in the future. Stay tuned for more 6th grade 
community service events, as they plan for their K-3 literacy afternoon on March 7th and some other spring 
events as well! As the saying goes, “ Stars can’t shine without darkness.” Blanchard has many shining stars 
that help brighten the darkness. 

Chinese philosopher Confucius once said that “The 
journey of a thousand miles begins with one step.” The 
sixth graders at Blanchard Memorial School take that 
idea to heart when it comes to community service. These 
students have been diligently working to give back to 
their community for the past few months with several 
community service projects.

Blanchard sixth graders took the idea of service learning 
and community service to heart when they had the fi rst 
community service of the year, which occurred between 
October 31st and November 10th. Throughout October 
and November, the whole school collected over 100 
lbs. of candy to deliver to veterans at the VA hospital in 
Bedford, MA. With the help of Mrs. Contini, Ms. Burke and 
Bobby Sweet, the founder of “ Sweets for Soldiers”, the 
sixth grade helped after school on a Friday to pack the 
candy into bags, and with the bag, a little heartfelt thank 
you note was tied to the bag. The sixth grade collected 
over 300 bags full of candy as a way to say thanks to the 
veterans for their service.

From Blanchard: Community Service  |  By Tahani Dole, grade 6  |  Submitted by Kate Contini, grade 6 Language Arts teacher

COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECTS
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Boxborough’s Museum Open Hours
The Boxborough Museum at 575 Middle Road will be open from 
2:00 pm to 4:00 pm on Sunday April 14 and May 19.  Come see 
Boxborough’s historic treasures including the 1850’s scale which is 
sensitive enough to weigh a penny and strong enough to calibrate 
a 50 pound weight, the “new” hearse built in 1881, and the “old” 
hearse (come and see how old is old).  Admission is free and all 
are welcome. For more information or if anyone wishes to arrange 
a private tour for a small group at a different time please call John 

Fallon at 978-264-0069.

Monthly Acoustic Music, Poetry
and Spoken Word Open Mike

at the Sargent Memory Library
Local songwriters, poets, musicians and storytellers are invited to a 
monthly Open Mike at the Sargent Memorial Library in Boxborough. 
All ages and levels of experience are welcomed to share their art. 
Open to everyone in the community to perform or just to listen. No 
charge. To register to perform, contact Dan.Tappan@Gmail.com.

For more details see https://dantappanmusic.com/open-mike
Upcoming dates: Monday May 6 & Monday June 3.

The Boxborough Company of Minutemen
The Boxborough Company of Minutemen will meet on Sunday May 
19 at 8 pm in the training room on the second fl oor of the 
Boxborough Fire Station. For information please contact Captain 
Eric Michnovez at captain@boxboroughminutemen.org, or 617-
671-5259.

The Boxborough Minutemen Company is open to anyone of least 
18 years of age who is interested in service to the Town and/or 
perpetuating the memory of the Minutemen of 1775. Our members 
may participate in any number of the Company's activities including 
marching in parades, organizing the annual Fifer's Day town festival, 
performing seasonal clean-ups on Route 111, sponsoring the Boy 
and Cub Scouts, providing volunteers to the Blanchard School 
and other service organizations, and participating in our various 
social functions. The Company also provides fi nancial support to a 
variety of service organizations and sponsors a number of annual 
scholarships to Boxborough students who are continuing their 
education after high school.

For more information visit www.boxboroughminutemen.org.

Friends of the Boxborough Library
Used Book Sale

Due to popular demand, the Friends of the Boxborough Library has 
expanded its used book sale to a three day event. The weekend 
will start with a Preview Sale for members on Friday, April 5 from 
5:00 p.m. to 8:00 pm. (Memberships will be available at the door).  
The usual main sale will take place on Saturday, April 6 from 9:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. A new Everything Must Go sale will be held on 
Sunday April 7 from 2:00 to 4:00 pm.  Bring a bag (or bags) to the 
book sale on Sunday during this time and pay $2 to fi ll each bag 
however you like.

The sale will take place in the meeting room of the Sargent 
Memorial Library, 427 Massachusetts Avenue. Proceeds from 
the sale of books will go toward additional library programs and 
museum passes.  

Please support this sale by donating your gently used hard covers, 
paperbacks, and audiovisual items and attending this sale. Books 
will be accepted from April 1 through April 4 at the library during 
regular library hours. Please no VCR tapes or magazines or any 
material in really poor condition.

“Then We Went to Powhatton’s”
April 7

On Sunday April 7, the Boxborough Historical Society will present 
Duncan Brown, a curator at the Boxborough Museum, speaking 
on “Then We Went to Powhatton’s” a collection by  Evelyn May 
Whitcomb McGregor, Diaries 1892-1947. The presentation will 
be in the Morse Hilberg Room of the Boxborough Town Hall (29 
Middle Road) starting at 1:00 PM.  Please come and hear how a 
member of Boxborough’s founding families related to the events 
of the day over the fi rst half of the 20thcentury.   Admission is free 
and all are welcome.

 

Council On Aging Mah Jongg Workshop
Thursday April 11

Join the Council on Aging for a FREE mah jongg workshop on 
Thursday April 11, 2pm at the community center. Mah Jongg is 
a fun tile based game steeped in a long tradition of strategy and 
mystique. Similar to popular group card games, Mah Jong is played 
in tables of 4. Trade tiles to build your winning hand and block 
other players from doing the same. This game is sure to keep you 
on your toes, no wonder it’s so popular at Councils on Aging across 
the country. Come see what it’s all about! Our current mah jongg 
players will teach new players and demonstrate how the game is 
played.

Boxbor ough Events
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First Friday Community Dinner in Stow
Free Community Dinner at First Parish Church in Stow (353 
Great Road) - Guest Table holds monthly dinner fi rst Friday of the 
month from 5:30 - 6:30 pm. Everyone welcome and there is no 
charge but donations are gratefully accepted. Doors open at 5pm. 
Email fpcguesttable@fpc-stow-acton.org or call 978-897-8149 
for more information. Guest Table is made possible from grants 
from Stow Community Chest, Acton Boxborough United Way, and 
private donations.

Community Housing Fair
Looking to buy or rent a new home locally? Wondering whether 
you can afford it? The communities of Bolton, Boxborough, 
Devens, Hudson, Littleton, and Stow invite you to stop by our 
Community Housing Fair on Thursday, April 4th, 2019, 4:00-7:00 
pm, at the Pompositticut Community Center, 509 Great Road, 
Stow. Meet with representatives from more than a dozen town 
agencies, non-profi t organizations, and developers that provide 
affordable housing. Learn from housing specialists in our rotating 
“mini-sessions”: “What is Affordable Housing?”, “55+ Housing 
Options,” and “Is a Deed-Restricted Home the Right Move for Me?” 
Light supper provided, Kids Welcome, RSVPs Appreciated: nancy@
metrowestcd.org

Protect Yourself From Medicare Fraud!
Did you know that $60 to $90 billion of our tax dollars are lost to 
Medicare fraud each year? 

Come meet Christina O’Neill, a representative of the Massachusetts 
Senior Medicare Patrol (MA SMP) Program on Tuesday, April 
16, 2019, at 11:00 a.m. at the Sargent Memorial Library, 427 
Massachusetts Ave, Boxborough, MA 01719, and participate in a 
discussion on how to prevent, detect, and report healthcare errors, 
fraud and abuse. We all can have an active role in protecting 
Medicare for ourselves and future generations. 

This free information workshop will provide you with the tools 
to become a more informed and engaged health care consumer 
including information about the new Medicare cards with random 
numbers rather than Social Security numbers.

For more information and to reserve your seat please contact 
Council on Aging Coordinator Lauren Abraham at 978-264-1717 or 
at LAbraham@Boxborough-MA.gov. 

If you cannot attend this workshop but have questions about 
your healthcare bills, Medicare Summary Notices, or other health 
insurance explanation of benefi ts statements, please call the MA 
SMP Program offi ce at 800-892-0890.

This event is jointly sponsored by the Boxborough Council on 
Aging and the Massachusetts Senior Medicare Patrol Program. The 
Massachusetts Senior Medicare Patrol Program is funded in part 
by grant number 90-MP 0226-03-01 from the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services’ Administration for Community Living, 
Washington, DC 20201.

Household Hazardous Waste Day
Saturday April 13, 2019 • 9:00am – 1:00pm

577 Massachusetts Ave. Highway Barn
Proof of Residency Required

THESE ITEMS ARE ALWAYS ACCEPTED AT THE TRANSFER STATION 
WITH STICKER: Battteries, Including Automotive, Cell Phones, 
Propane Tanks, Thermometers & Thermostats, Fluorescent Bulbs

URGENT NOTE: OUR TOWN PAYS $30 - $60 PER VEHICLE
Less Cars = Less Cost. Consolidate with your neighbors.
Keep our cost down. Please contact The DPW with any questions 
978-264-1790

Acton-Boxborough Cultural Council 
Presents Eleventh Annual
Our World Film Series 9

Mark your calendars for late April and May: Four successive Friday 
nights at Acton Town Hall in the Faulkner Room, 204, at 7:00 pm. All 
events are free and open to the public. Light refreshments provided. 
All four nights will conclude with a discussion of the fi lm(s) shown. 
More information is available at https://abccourworld.wixsite.com/
abccourworld

APRIL 26: Massachusetts fi lm schools: A Short Night Boxborough’s 
own fi lmmaker and professor of fi lm, Todd Davis, presents a 
selection of recent short fi lms produced by fi lm students from 
Massachusetts colleges. The fi lmmakers are invited to attend and 
discuss their work with the audience.

MAY 3: A Man Called Ove The title character is a lonely, grumpy 
ex-railroad employee obsessed with his home association rules. 
His life is upended when a new Persian family moves in across the 
street. A Swedish-Norwegian collaboration written and directed by 
Hannes Holm, this endearing fi lm is faithfully adapted from the 
best-selling novel by Fredrik Backman. PG-13.

MAY 10: Your Name An anime feature, this gorgeous fantasy is a 
time-and-gender- warping labyrinth fi lled with twists and turns and 
unexpected transformations. You fi nd yourself rooting throughout 
for the two teenage leads in a tale of undying love and devotion, 
bring the kids and teens. Written and directed by Japanese director 
Makoto Shinkai, this award winning fi lm is rated PG.

MAY 17: The Insult  An Oscar nominee for Best Foreign Language 
Film in 2018, our third Writer/Director fi lm is from Lebanon’s 
Ziad Doueiri. Native Christian Tony is deeply offended by Muslim 
Palestinian refugee Yasser. Their argument kindles nationwide 
passions. Tony and Yasser are overtaken by forces beyond their 
control and forced into a powerful courtroom drama. Rated R.
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Council on Aging March Luncheon 
The Boxborough Council on Aging would like to thank the Boxborough Minutemen 
and the Blanchard Woodwind and Brass ensembles for hosting a wonderful 
luncheon on March 13th. More than 40 guests enjoyed a hearty baked ham dinner 
and a variety of sweet treats. After lunch guests enjoyed a performance from the 
talented Blanchard Woodwind and Brass ensembles led by instructor Chris Baird. 
The young musicians played a range of music and then joined the crowd for dessert! 
For more information about Council on Aging activities contact Lauren Abraham at 
978-264-1717 or LAbraham@boxborough-ma.gov.


